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from there. The British Navy, with the French, would
have had the responsibility of escorting them, and those
troops who were to continue the fight. Once in North
Africa they could have made their terms about effective
British participation in the war by land. It would have
been a heroic decision, for it would have meant leaving
French citizens without protection, such as the Govern-
ment thought it would be able to give them under a
regime of " relative independence." But the situation
called for heroic decisions.
From being close allies, Britain and France suddenly
found themselves almost at enmity with one another,
and it was not long before diplomatic relations were
broken off. Hitler had achieved one of his ambitions.
To many of us aboard the ship, who had lived long in
France, this was as tragic as is the sudden enmity between
a brother and a sister, or between a husband and a wife.
In the tense atmosphere of that ship, where there were
1,600 extra passengers, quarrels broke out between the
anti-French and the pro-French, which was symptomatic
of what might be expected in many parts of the world
for some time to come. But recriminations from either
side are void and meaningless. France still needs us as
we need France, not because of any natural sympathy
between the nationals of the two countries, but because
it is important to preserve the civilization winch we
share, ** If we open a quarrel between the past and tie
present, we shall have lost the future," said Churchill
in the fine speech he made to the House of Commons
the day after the French Government had announced